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PATENT 

Application Serial No. 10/523.554 rwkAt riJ-4066 

Reply to Office Action of October 3, 2006 Docket. CU-4066 

Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of claims presented below replaces all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application. 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) Crato i ntcndod to bo A grate mounted in a frame te-elese-a 
drain or oimilar opening anrt^he^rate comprising: interlaced grids, at least one of the 
grids of the grate being elastically deformable with respect to the other grids and 
i ncludin g ; 

M/hArein the orate includes a locking pin that can bo l ockod to rejeasabjv. 
engages the frame so that the grate w4H-be is elastically fixed in the frame, 

wherein the elastically deformable grid is an internal grid of the grate and at a 
free end of the grate the locking pin is located below a solid external edge of the grate 
and the locking pin extends tranovoroally m a direction which is transverse to the 
direction in which the solid external edge olaotlca l ly doformablo grid extends <2>4n 
c u c h a way that t he r' " hn p™*"^ ™ d practica ll y i nvicib l o from th o outo i do in 
tho Inota ll od pooition of tho grato i n tho framo . 

2. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 1, further comprising a second 
elastically deformable internal grid having at a free end of the second elastically 
deformable internal grid a locking pin that c a n bo locked to releasably engages the 
frame and which is located below another solid external edge of the grate, opposite to 
the solid external edge for protecting the pin of the first internal grid and extending 
tmncuftirally in a direction which Is transverse to the direction in which another solid 
evtemai erice extends oocond olaat i ca ll y doformablo grid i n cuch a way o o to make i t 
poocib l o for tho grato to bofactonod elaotioa l ly in tho framo indopondontly of th e 
rolat i vo oriontat i on . 

3. (cunently amended) Grate according to Claim 2. further comprising a sh ee t e f 
parallol gride compri oi ng the two parallel internal elastically deformable grids and the 
tronovorco gride and, wherein each locking pin is an extension of the corr o cponding 
two internal [[grid]] elastically deformable grids and the locking pins are offset toward a 
bottom with respect to the external surface of th i o gr i d the elastically deformable grids 
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so that » san be ^ m n^ri the locking pins fit under the corresponding solid external 
edge of the grate and of wh i ch an external outface of tho locki n g pine ic in th o na me 
piano ac that of tho intornal grid . 

4. (previously presented) Grate according to Claim 1 . wherein the locking pin engages 
elastically with force into a part with the shape of a locking hook that is attached to an 
internal face of the corresponding lateral wall of the frame and located close to one 
corner of the corresponding lateral wall of frame. 

5. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 4, wherein the locking pin comprises 
a curved guiding ramp elongated by a free end with a rounded pin engaging Into the 
part with the shape of a locking hook at the free end [[(10a)]] that is also rounded and 
allowing an elastic unlocking of the pin from the part with the shape of a hook at the 
time of removal of the grate from the frame to maintain its open position. 

6. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 2, wherein II i o grato can bo extra ct e d 
from tho framo on one oido or on tho oppooito cldo by introduct i on of a tool, into the a 
space exiting. Is provided between the frame and the external grid of the grate adjacent 
to the internal elastically deformable grid and oxorcicing bolow the oxtornal grid a force 
for l ift i ng and unlocking th e grat e. 

7. (previously presented) Grate according to Claim 4, further comprising four support 
feet located at the four comers of the grate respectively, and each is maintained in 
contact on the seating surface located in one corner of the frame by a locking force 
exercised by the two parts with the shape of a hook on the two locking pins. 

8. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 2, wherein onco un l ockod from on e 
oido or the othor, the grate can pivot by i to opposit e pivots at a side relative to the 
frame until [[It]] the orate is held in the frame at an angular open position of around 
120°. 

9. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 8, wherein the grate is retained In the 
frame in [[its]] sad open position by two ef-the support feet located on the same side 



3 



PACE 3/S • RCVD AT 1 2/28/2006 2:0S:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6M3 ■ ONIS:2738300 • CSID:312 427 0863 • DURATION (mm-ss):01-02 



12/28/200 6 13:56 FAX 312 427 6663 LADAS & PARRY LLP @004 

PATENT 

Application Serial No. 10/523,554 Docket CU-4066 

Reply to Office Action of October 3, 2006 Docket. 

and blocked in contact on two upright walls, respectively of the frame and of which one 
is made up by a part with the shape of a locking hook. 



10. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 1 , wherein the grate 
d i rectly and complotoly romovo d js unattached from the frame aft er unlock i ng by 
release of the locking pin frnm the frame. 

11 . (previously presented) Grate according to Claim 2, wherein the locking pins are 
essentially diagonally opposed. 

12. (currently amended) Grate according to Claim 3. wherein the paral l el gr i de and 
thotroncvoroo grids on one side of the grate define pafaWet openings for passage of 
flowing water [[and]] that are orients transversely to openings on the other sider 
dofin o tho t r ancvrrn^ "r r,nin J r fnr p™™qo of flowing wator, and of the grate io fixed 
In o fromo in ouch a way that tho parallol openings w il l bo arrangod on a c l d nwril k 
oido and tho tranovorco openings w i ll bo arranged on a roadway oido, indopon ri nnt l y 
of tho d i rection of fastening of tho fromo in a roadwny . 
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